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ladies of the Paris salons ; he shared the rational enthu-
siasms of the French thinkers, as well as the cynical
wisdom of France's statesmen ; he was, unlike Lord
Halifax, completely at home in the age in which he lived ;
breathing its air and basking in its golden sunshine, he
enjoyed to the full the fruits which were brought to
ripeness by them. Among the fairest of these fruits was
a certain exquisite art of social intercourse, a delicate
perfection and grace of bearing and conversation, a
gentleness and amiability in the art of pleasing, which
was no growth of the English soil, but could only be
acquired abroad. Most young Englishmen of condition
were, in Lord Chesterfield's opinion, little more than
louts : they had made indeed the grand tour abroad, but
had learnt nothing from their travels, on which they had
herded together in drunken debauches, returning home as
refined and polished, he said, as Dutch skippers from a
whaling expedition. That his son, and his godson and
heir, to whom he addressed another series of instructive
letters, should not resemble these unlicked cubs, but
become accomplished young men, fitted to adorn their
age and country, was Lord Chesterfield's great desire and
the purpose of his letters. These letters were not, he said,
the severe and discouraging dictates of an old parent,
but the friendly and practicable advice of a sincere
friend, who remembers that he has been young himself,
and knows the indulgence that is due to youth and inex-
perience. ' Yes/ he adds,' I have been young, and a great
deal too young. Idle dissipation and innumerable
indiscretions, which I am now heartily ashamed and repent
of, characterized my youth. But if my advice can make
you wiser and better than I was at your age, I hope it
may be some little atonement/

Lord Chesterfield's letters, which he wrote as an
atonement for his youthful errors, and which to many
have seemed a strange atonement, are full of worldly
wisdom and advice which finds a terse expression in the